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Burundi 


Uprona Chairman on Solutions to National Crisis 


AB0808184695 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 8 Aug 95 


[Interview with Charles Mukasi, leader of the Burundi 
Unity and National Progress Party by Mohamed Is- 
soufou Saliou; place and date not given; broadcast in 
progress — live or recorded} 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Mukasi] ...In the first place, I 
think there is goodwill. That is already an important step 
on the part of uic African community to be willing to 
do something in Burundi. Well, as for the question of 
what must be done, I think the answer is very simple. 
There is an ideology of violence, extermination, and 
genocide that have prevailed in these two countries 
— Rwanda and Burundi — since the 1960's. This 
ideology must be eradicated, otherwise the issue of 
refugees will never be solved. The issue of the Army 
will never be solved, and people will continue to commit 
crimes with impunity. I am afraid that people will think 
about solving these various issues without tackling the 
problem at its roots. Third [as heard], if it has really 
good intentions, I think the international community 
must tackle this fundamental problem, so that solutions 
approved by the whole population, all Burundians, can 
at last be found. The community is currently making 
decisions without the participation of Burundi, and then 
asking Burundians to approve. If they do not approve, 
why should we not make decisions together? As there 
is already a government convention, I think we must 
at least begin at that point. Today, there is at least 
a common patrimony for Burundian politicians — we 
must not forget that this problem is basically political. 


[Saliou] If I am not mistaken, you are not hostile to 
the coming of this OAU delegation, but this OAU 
delegation must especially try to solve the political 
problem by basing itself on the government convention. 


[Mukasi] Yes, in the first place, because the government 
convention makes it possible to manage the country in 
a transitional period before the holding of a national 
debate on the fundamental problem and making a choice 
— which is the only one, according to me — that is, 
whether we should continue with this ethnic ideology 
of violence and genocide, or stop and do something 
more positive. While waiting to make this choice, 
the government convention defines the modalities of 
government. 


Another thing is that we cannot be opposed to peace 
initiatives in Burundi, but we are asking the international 
community not to mobilize its energy uselessly, and 
not to waste it. All the mobilized human energy on 
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Burundi must be exploited usefully. That is why we are 
proposing that this energy be directed toward the most 
useful sectors, in order to get good results. If this is not 
done, the international community can make inaximum 
efforts, but the crisis may last for 30 more years or more. 


[Saliou] Do you have the impression that Burundians 
have decided to make peace in the light of the renewed 
violence? 


[Mukasi] Burundians want to make peace, but its 
politicians are not serious. I think this is what we must 
speak about, because you must not forget that all this 
violence is fanned by a certain number of Burundian 
politicians, supported by a few foreigners who are 
obviously trying to win them over. My long-standing, 
deep conviction is that the overwhelming majority of 
Burundians want peace, but there are a few malicious 
ones who are trying to disrupt everything. That is the 
problem that must be tackled. These are the people 
who are generally called the extremists, but I think 
they are politicians who do not know or who are not 
prepared for normal competition, and who want the 
simplest solutions — thos. that kill — while there 
are those that lead to peace, which everyone is trying 
to abandon by taking the whole Burundian population 
hostage, irrespective of ethnic groups. 


[Saliou] And do you fear the worst for your country 
today? 


[Mukasi] No, honestly, I do not fear the worst, inasmuch 
as the worst is already behind us. I think we have already 
witnessed the worst. Now, my optimism is based on 
the fact that I know Burundians who seeking peace. 
Though they are very few, I think they will finally be 
listened to. It is now a question of time. We must not 
be impatient. What is very important is for the first step 
to be made today. The international community should 
also understand this. We must not expect the results in 
one or two years, but the first step must be made visibly 
today in both Burundi and the OAU. 


This first step must also be made at the level of the rest 
of the international community. We must achieve the 
required results, because others will come after us to 
make the second and third steps, and probably after 10, 
20, or 30 years we will achieve the required results. | 
am afraid that everyone is impatient, because we think 
the problem can be solved in such a short time, while 
we are paying for the mistakes of the past 30 years, 
during which time we fought, that is true, but against 
an increasing ideology of genocide that has become part 
and parcel of the state apparatus. This ideology must be 
uprooted, and a new one inculcated in the minds of the 
people in a useful and committed way, and this cannot 
be done in a year. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


2 CENTRAL AFRICA 


Congo 
Finance Ministry on Internal Debt Solutions 


AB0808173195 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 8 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The government and the busi- 
ness community held consultations yesterday aimed at 
finding a solution to the thorny problem of the coun- 
try’s internal debt. Faced with the business commu- 
nity’s impatience, Congo’s Finance Ministry is advocat- 
ing the auditing of the country’s internal debt. Bienvenu 
Boudimbou reports from Brazzaville: 


[Begin Boudimbou recording] From reliable sources, in 
December 1994, Congo’s internal debt amounted to 575 
billion CFA francs, including 155 billion owed to the 
Brazzaville Club. Payment of this debt, postponed time 
and again due to the country’s economic difficulties, 
is part of the performance criteria fixed by the Bret- 
ton Wood institutions under the economic recovery pro- 
gram. 


It was in an attempt to determine how to resolve this is- 
sue that Luc-Daniel Adamo-Mateta, minister delegate to 
the minister of economy and finance in charge of budget 
and the coordination of state-owned corporations, re- 
ceived the entire Congolese business community. Seiz- 
ing the opportunity of the meeting, the businessmen de- 
nounced the pressure being brought to bear upon them 
by the Finance Ministry, the banks, and the electricity, 
water, and telephone corporations, whereas debts owed 
them by the state are increasing. They also denounced 
the state’s discrimination in the payment of their debt. 
In the face of this situation, which they described as 
economic discrimination, they expressed the desire for 
ihe construction of banks for housing and business. 


Taking note of their complaints, the minister delegate 
announced the setting up, in the very near future, of 
an anti-fraud commission, because the country is mush- 
rooming with business swindlers and beggars. The com- 
mission will verify the correctness of the debts owed. 
In sum, it means auditing the country’s internal debt, 
with the possibility cancelling it. Moreover, the minis- 
ter promised to abolish dispensatory arrangements and 
exceptional benefits enjoyed by some businessmen, in 
order to place all businessmen on an equal competitive 
footing. [end recording] 


Zaire 
Kinshasa Blames Refugees for Murder of 6 Italians 
AB0808163695 Paris AFP in English 
1507 GMT 8 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Kinshasa, Aug 8 (AFP) — The 
Zairean Government is blaming Rwandan refugees fo: 
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the weekend murder of six Italians in a nature reserve 
in the east of the country, officials said Tuesday [8 
August]. 


They said the government would release a statement 
Tuesday which says the initial findings of a probe into 
the killing of the six — four aid workers and two 
children — “supports the theory of banditry by gunmen 
in uniform who escaped from Rwandan refugee camps 
in eastern Zaire." 


A total of 700,000 Rwandan refugees are living in 
camps in the Goma region of eastern Zaire. 


The statement added: "these gangs which have attacked 
tourists for the first time are destroying animal reserves 
and the disappearance of the mountain gorillas is now 
just weeks away." 


Virunga Park, where the Italians were killed, is a 
sanctuary for the world’s only mountain gorillas. 


The statement said the killings never would have 
occurred "if the international community had paid more 
attention to Zaire’s warnings over the repercussions of 
the prolonged presence of the refugees on security in 
the region." 


Hundreds of thousands of Rwandans fled to Zaire after 
ethnic carnage in their country last year left more than 
half a million people dead. 


The Italian adults killed Sunday worked for an Italian 
aid group called Mondo Giusto, or A Just World, that 
was building a reservoir to provide drinking water for 
the Rwandan refugees. 


A woman who lost her husband and two children in 
the attack and was seriously wounded herself said they 
were shot in cold blood by gunmen in military uniform 
who stopped their car and robbed them. 


Doctors in Nairobi where she was taken on Monday said 
she is paralyzed from the waist down, and that it is too 
early to say if the injury to her spinal column will heal. 


Another survivor, an Italian technician, is in a state of 
shock, according to the Italian Foreign Ministry. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Kenya 


President Says Tribal Talks To Continue 


EA0808120095 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1000 GMT 8 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The President Daniel arap 
Moi today said that the talks by elders to foster 
peace and harmony in the Rift Valley are to continue. 
President Moi added that attempts to sabotage the peace 
initiative by anarchists affiliated to the unregistered 
Safina political party would be resisted. 


He was addressing a goodwill delegation of 450 traders 
from Freemark Kenya Ltd. who paid him a courtesy call 
at State House, Nairobi. President Moi noted that those 
trying to frustrate the talks were the same people who 
had masterminded the tribal clashes to gain political 
capital at the expense of human lives. [passage omitted]. 


President Moi called on those displaced during the 
clashes to go back to the plots they rightfully owned. 
The president decried the tendency by certain reckless 
politicians to cause trouble for the common people and 
run away overseas. [passage omitted] 


He said that although Kenya was not a superpower she 
must be left alone to decide what was good for her. The 
president once again noted that the west did not have a 
clear-cut policy to cover Africa. [passage omitted]. 


Somalia 


Statement Protests Attack by ‘Self-Styled’ Group 


AB0808161895 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of Somali Pacification in Somali 0330 GMT 8 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] A statement released by the 
USC-SNA [United Somali Congress-Somali National 
Alliance] says that on 6 August, the (Hodan) and Hawl- 
wadaag Districts were attacked by an armed group led 
by the so-called ministers from the self-styled govern- 
ment, that is, (Ahmad Dumar Jays) and (Muhammad 
Akrah Qanyareh). 


The aim of the group was to cause chaos and fire in the 
peaceful centers of the Somali community, especially 
those in Mogadishu. They also want to deny the people 
the chance to exercise their mental faculties and think 
about possible solutions to the prolonged problems of 


the people. 


The people in the two districts which were attacked are 
acting along the same lines, that is denying the group 
the chance to start fighting in the area [words indistinct]. 


It is a fact that they refuse to live in peace and 
brotherhood with the Somali people. Therefore we call 
on the Somali people, and especially those living in 
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Mogadishu, to jointly counter the self-styled group and 
clan militias who have been made to appear as a 
government force. We call on the self-styled group to 
refrain from their anti-peace and anti-coexistence acts 
and to note that five years is quite long enough for the 
people to suffer. 


Aidid’s Men Said Holding Pakistanis Hostage 


AB0808215695 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 8 Aug 95 


[From the "African News" ] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Pakistani High Commis- 
sion in Kenya has confirried reports that the Somali 
faction, led by General Aidid, is holding a number of 
Pakistanis hostage. A Pakistani diplomat said the high 
commissioner had contacted one of Gen. Aidid’s repre- 
sentatives to try to secure the hostages’ release. 


It only emerged at the weekend that the hostages had 
been detained in Mogadishu for the past six months. 
The hostages — 11 Pakistanis and one Palestinian — 
are said to be fishermen caught by gunmen south of 
Mogadishu. It is not clear why they are being held. 


Aidid Radio Warns Against ‘Fake’ Currency 


EA0808202595 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Masses of the Somali Republic in Somali 
1700 GMT 8 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] A statement released today 
by the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic 
of Somalia has disclosed that fake money has been 
imported into the country. 


The statement said that the former dictatorship in our 
country had a policy of suppressing the productive ca- 
pacity of Somali business people and farmers. However, 
when that regime was toppled, Somali business people 
and farmers proved what they could do. For this reason, 
individuals who oppose the progress and success of So- 
mali business people and farmers, who are the backbone 
of the country’s economy, have brought into the mar- 
kets fake money similar to Somali currency. 


The statement warned the Somali people in general, and 
the business community and farmers in particular, to 
watch out for this fake money, which could ruin Soma- 
lia’s economy. The statement added that the individuals 
who printed the fake money mixed it with genuine notes 
of 1,000 and 500 shilling denominations, which are tied 
in bundles of 100,000s and 50,000s. 


These criminals took the money to the regions and 
districts of the country in order to cheat shepherds and 
livestock traders. The statement also said that those 
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behind the fake money have committed major crimes 
against the Somali nation and people. 


In conclusien, the specimens and ways of identifying 
the fake money will be elaborated by the Ministry of 
Finance of the Republic of Somalia. 


Tanzania 


Government Claims BBC Kidnapping Story 
‘Untrue’ 


EA0808204595 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 1700 GMT 8 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The National Parks Corporation, 
(Tanapa), has expressed its surprise at the reports issued 
by some national and international news media, accord- 
ing to which five U.S. citizens, who were kidnapped in 
Morogoro region recently, had been kidnapped within 
Mikumi Park. 


In his statement to the news media, the (Tanapa) director 
general, Ndugu (Lota Melamali), said the report, which 
was announced by the BBC, was untrue, because 
the U.S. citizens had been kidnapped at Mkata, 50 
kilometres from Mikumi Park. The (Tanapa) director 
said that the news media has the responsibility to ensure 
that it publishes the truth in order to ensure that the 
Tanzanian population and the world as a whole are not 
misinformed. 


Candidate Urges Citizens to Register to Vote 


EA0808115395 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 0700 GMT 8 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Kigoma — The national chair- 
man of the NCCR-Mageuzi [National Convention for 
Construction and Reform], the Honorable Augustine Ly- 
atonga Mrema, has called on Tanzanians to come out 
in large numbers for the voter registration exercise for 
the presidential and parliamentary elections scheduled 
for October this year. 


The Honorable Mrema made the call while addressing 
residents of Kigoma town at Jumba la Maendeleo in 
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Mwanga, in Kigoma. The leader of NCCR-Mageuzi 
said that the people had the power to elect competent 
leaders. He said, nowever, that without registering to 
vote citizens would not be able to exercise their right to 
elect the leaders of their cheice. 


Uganda 


Police Force To Receive Training From U.S. 


EA0808152995 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
in English 0400 GMT 8 Aug 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The minister for internal af- 
fairs, Dr. Crispus Kiyonga, yesterday met in his office 
the acting American ambassador to Uganda, Mr. (Wein- 
bush). The ambassador announced that the U.S. Govern- 
ment intends to extend assistance to train the Uganda 
police force in order to enhance the force’s capacity in 
selected areas. 


Dr. Kiyonga thanked the ambassador and through him 
the Government of the United States for training that 
the United States plans to provide to the Uganda police 
force. Dr. Kiyonga told the American envoy that if the 
policy of liberalization and privatization is to succeed 
On a sustainable basis it was critical that the Uganda 
police force be assisted to revamp its capacity to keep 
law and order. 


The minister also briefed the envoy on the guidelines 
that government recently issued in respect of public 
rallies relating to the constitutional consultation meet- 
ings. Dr. Kiyonga assured the acting ambassador that 
the guidelines applied to all delegates irrespective of 
their status in society. The minister also added that the 
guidelines were intended to ensure law and order and 
would expire as soon as the constitution is promulgated. 


Dr. Kiyonga conveyed to the American envoy Uganda 
Government’s regret for the incident in which an 
American citizen was shot at and injured by the patrol 
police who mistook him for a car robber. He promised 
that appropriate action would be taken against those 
involved as soon as the investigations were completed. 
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Armored Vehicles Given to Mozambique for 
Borders 


MB0908132395 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
9 Aug 95 pY 


{Report by Norman Chandler] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Zimbabwe, Mozambique and 
South Africa [SA} are stepping up the fight against 
cross-border crimes. The latest move came on Monday 
[7 August] when SA Police Services Commissioner 
George Fivaz donated three Casspir armoured vehicles 
valued at Rl-million [rands] and tents to Mozambique 
in an effort to cut weapons smuggling along the border 
between the three countries. 


The donation follows the killing at the weekend of Johan 
and Marieta Hurter, who farmed near Komatipoort. 
They were shot in front of their two young daughters 
by people believed to be illegal immigrants. A farmer 
in the Standerton area was also killed at the weekend 
but it is not clear yet whether this was the result of an 
attack by foreigners. 


The attacks — the first for some time after continuous 
raids on border farms prior to the elections last year 
— have provoked protests from local farmers, who 
have accused the SA National Defence Force [SANDF] 
and the police, both of which mount patrols along the 
border, of not doing enough to prevent crossings of the 
electrified fence between the two countries. 


The SANDF has already asked the Government for the 
fence to be boosted to a lethal voltage instead of the non- 
lethal mode now in operation, but it acknowledges that 
a decision on this could be taken only by the cabinet. 


On the northern border with Zimbabwe, the Pretoria 
and Harare governments have agreed to enlist the aid 
of traditional chiefs as one way of combating illegal 
border crossings. 


The governments are to compile a register of inhabitants 
of local villages which is to be made available to either 
country. 


The SANDF has put forward a plan for a RSO- 
million extension of the electrified fence on this border, 
currently patrolled by hundreds of soldiers who three 
times a day minutely check the existing sisal fence for 
signs of illegal entry. 


On Monday, Fivaz made the official presentation of 
the Casspirs to his Mozambican counterpart, inspector 
General Pascoal Ronda. "The Casspirs and tents are 
doneted as a gesture of goodwill... symbolising the 
growing regional co-operation between the SAPS and 
neighbouring states,” spokesman Captain Sally de Beer 
said. 
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De Beer said smuggling of weapons, attacks on tourists 
on the Ressana Garcia-Maputo road — the main link 
between South Africa and Mozambique — and an influx 
of illegal immigrants was adversely affecting tourism 
and business. 


South Africa and Mozambique are searching for former 
terrorist arms caches in a bid to stop the flow of illegal 
weapons. South Africa is also assisting with the defusing 
and destruction of land mines along the border and 
further inland. 


The largest operation took place in June and yielded 
more than 1,000 weapons, ranging from assault rifles to 
mortars. 


Police Action To Be ‘Intensified’ With Zimbabwe, 
Zambia 


MB0808184795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1832 GMT 8 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria August 8 SAPA — 
Joint police action by South Africa, Zimbabwe and 
Zambia is to be "intensified", the Ministry of Safety 
and Security said on Tuesday [8 August]. 


In a statement in Pretoria it said such co-operation 
was in the interest of the countries concerned as 
crimina! activities cut across borders. The ministry also 
commended the police agencies of the three countries 
for the recent swoop on cross-border car theft. This 
was a breakthrough in fighting crime in the sub-region. 
Stolen vehicles to the value of R7 million [rands] were 
recovered in the two-week operation which ended on 
July 29. 


The statement said Safety anc Security Minister Sydney 
Mutamadi and Police Commissioner George Fivaz last 
week discussed future joint strategies with their south- 
ern African counterparts. "A substantial percentage of 
crime in Our Own country results from organised crime 
syndicates and not merely from the isolated activities of 
individual criminals,” the ministry said. It added that the 
opening of an Interpol office in Harare was a "signifi- 
cant development” in the effort to deny organised crime 
syndicates the opportunity to undermine the safety and 
economy of the sub-region, 


Mandela: New Police Force May Be Ready by Year 
End 


MB0908054095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2258 GMT 8 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Umtata Aug 8 SAPA — 
President Nelson Mandela said in Umtata on Tuesday 
[8 August] that he hoped the new unified South African 
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Police Service [SAPS] would be a reality by the year 
end. 


Taking time out of his week-long holiday to speak to 
senior policemen in Umtata, Mandela said he hoped the 
new police bill to achieve a unified force, which was 
published in Cape Town on Monday, would be passed 
during the current sitting of Parliament and implemented 
before the end of the year. 


Mandela also said that the units of the existing Internal 
Stability Division would be replaced with new public 
order policing units. 


Despite uncertainties created by matters such as changes 
in regulations and command structures -— and inad- 
equate equipment — policemen in areas such as the 
Transkei and throughout the country had done a great 
service to the people of So ith Africa. 


"Under very difficult circumstances they have remained 
at their posts and continued to serve their communities. 
Now the common enemy is crime, and the people ot 
South Africa are starting to link up with the police to 
form a common front against criminals." 


South Africa was moving away from the military style 
of policing to ensure individual policemen and women 
took upon themselves the responsibility of making 
decisions in line with their professional training. 


Mandela said the commission on police promotions 
had made significant progress toward developing new 
policies. 

"The intention is that the new promotion policy will 
apply from January next year to all members of the 
newly constituted SAPS. The commission has been 
given a task of receiving complaints from members 
of the police about discriminatory and unfair practices 
itt the past and to recommend corrective steps to the 
minister (of safety and security). More than 12,000 
such grievances, including many from Transkei, were 
received by the commission,” Mandela said. 


Justice Minister: 115 Drug Syndicates Operating 


MB0808155395 Johannesburg Channel Africa Radio 
in English 1500 GMT 8 Aug 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} The South African justice 
minister, Dullah Omar, says at least 115 international 
drug syndicates are operating in South Africa. Minister 
Omar said drug trafficking was increasing and it was 2 
major inspiration for money laundering. 


The South African Police Service had recently formed 
12 units to deal with the problem of drug trafficking. 
The minister said the South African Government was 
considering ways of closing legal loopholes, and wanted 
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financial institutions to play a role in bringing economic 
crime and money laundering under control. He said the 
South Africa Law Commission is currently investigating 
changes to the law to combat money laundering. 


ANC Says Traditional Leaders’ Act To Rei jain 


MB0908062295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2143 GMT 8 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Durban August 8 SAPA — 
The African National Congress on Tuesday said the 
controversial Traditional Leaders’ Act would remain in 
place unless decided otherwise by the Constitutional 
Court. 


The ANC was reacting to statements by the !nkatha 
Freedom Party [IFP] that it would challenge the act 
in the Constitutional Court. The act provides for the 
payment of traditional leaders by central government 
and has been largely rejected by chiefs in KwaZulu/ 
Natal. 


A draft bill prohibiting traditional leaders in the 
province from receiving payment from central govern- 
ment has been drawn up and is likely to be presented 
at the KwaZulu/Natal Legislature sitting in Pietermar- 
itzburg next week. 


IFP leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi told traditional leaders 
on Monday that in terms of the provincial bill, money 
paid by the central government to caiefs would be dis- 
tributed through KwaZulu/Natal’s MC for traditional 
affairs. The proposed bill was on Moncay accepted in 
principle by the province’s House of Traditional Lead- 
ers. 


ANC Senator Mohammed Bhabha said in a statement 
from Cape Town the national legislation prevailed 
throughout the country. 


“Until the decision of the Constitutional Court is made, 
the Traditional Leaders’ Act creates the status quo and 
has to be respected by all provinces.” 


Legal experts were on Tuesday reluctant to comment on 
the possible implications should the bill be approved by 
the KwaZulu/Natal legislature. They would also not be 
drawn on the constitutionality of the bill, saying it was 
a matter to be decided by the Constitutional Court. 


Bhabha said in terms of the interim constitution, any act 
emanating from a province “will have to comply with 
the national act”. 


The interim constitution also stated that an act of 
Parliament shail, subject to certain conditions, prevail 
over a provincial law inconsistent with the national 
act if “it deals with a matter that cannot be regulated 
effectively by provincial legislation”. 
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Ciosed Air Force Base Becomes International 
Airport 

MB0808194295 Johannesburg SABC TV i Network 
in English 1800 GMT 8 Aug 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] South Africa has a new inter- 
national airport. The former Pietersburg Air Force Base 
in the Northern Province has become the gateway to 
Africa. Today the first cargo flight took off from the 
airport. The Pietersburg Air Force Base used to resound 
with the noise of Impala and Mirage engines but mil- 
itary exercises are now a thing of the past. Two years 
ago the base was closed but it’s hoped that this deserted 
airfield will soon take off as the cargo-handling center 
for the Northern Province. North Atlantic Airways has 
become the first concern to use Gateway International 
for cargo flights to and from the north of Africa. An air- 
line spokesman, Mr. Daniel Koetzer, said his company 
could even start flying to Europe: 


[Begin Koetzer recording] The company is a Spanish- 
based airline which has now just recently started to 
operate in Africa, and we found that Pietersburg is 
a good airport and a nice base to work from. [end 
recording] 


Gateway International Airport chairman Attie Vermaak 
said the opening of the airport is expected to benefit the 
province. 


{Begin Vermaak recording] I sincerely believe that this 
is now the start of a huge economic impetus that will be 
generated right here in the capital city of the Northern 
Province, Pietersburg. [end recording] 


If the venture proves successful it will be a long time 
before the sun finally sets on this once discuss¢ J airport. 


South African Press Review for 8 Aug 
MB0808133595 


{[FBIS Editorial Report) 


THE CITIZEN 


ANC Attitude Toward Reconciliation Changing — Jo- 
hannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 4 August in 
its page-6 editorial says the ANC has until recently 
“been relatively cautious about causing any strong reac- 
tion to its policies." However, its attitude "seems to be 
changing." The ANC in the Constitutional Assembly has 
changed its stance from initially favouring an improved 
merger of the two existing anthems to proposing that 
God Bless Africa "be the only one." The ANC had also 
favored the retention of South Africa’s coat of arms, 
but now "proposed that a commission be appointed to 
determine a new one." Another move by the ANC that 
is “equally disturbing” is Land Affairs Minister Derek 
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Hanekom’s opposition to the inclusion of a clause in the 
final constitution to protect property rights. Furthermore, 
the ANC is "siiowing growing disdain for Deputy Presi- 
dent ¢> Klerk and other leaders, telling them to confess 
crimes committed under apartheid.” These ANC poli- 
cies an campaigns "are the very antithesis of reconcil- 
iation.” 


Inter-Governmental Disputes Stifle RDP — Johannes- 
burg THE CITIZEN in English on 7 August in its page-6 
editorial believes the Reconstruction and Development 
Program, RDP, has not been as successful as promised 
because of "rivalries between government departments 
and between Ministers and a shortage of funds.” "Mat- 
ters have not been helped by the fact that the Minis- 
ter responsible for the Reconstruction and Development 
Programme, Minister Without Portfolio Jay Naidoo, for- 
mer secretary-general of the Congress of South African 
Trade Unions, is not popular with some of the fac- 
tions within the ANC and government, which want to 
make him a scat egoat for the RDP’s failings.” The 
RDP appears to be "stifled by red tape and by inter- 
governmental disputes.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Future Role of the Democratic Party — The Demcer > « 
Party’s, DP, weekend federal congress in Cape To» 
suggested "it is making ome progress in transfor })).g 
itself into something more than a home for a handful 
of suburban liberals,” notes a page-18 editorial in 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 8 August. 
The "make-up of the delegates, and of the newly elected 
federal council, is a sign of change." However, the DP 
is “sorely tempted to outNat the new Nats in some 
respects." Hence an inclination, particularly by leader 
Tony Leon, to “a tendency to lash out on policy issues 
even when inappropriate — simply in order to stake 
out a position." The DP’s most appropriate role is 
“opposing the ANC’s centralist constitutional approach, 
its failure to stand firm against corruption in its ranks 
(as in the Boesak case) and to keep a watching brief 
when .he practice of open government falls short of the 
ANC’s verbal commitments. That, rather than knee-jerk 
opposition, will win the DP friends." 


BEELD 


Community Mobilizes Against Crime — ‘At last there 
are signs that the wider community is beginning to 
mobilize against crime,” notes an editorial on page 10 
of Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans of 2 August. 
Gauteng Safety and Security Minister Jesse Duarte and 
Gauteng Police Chief General Sharma Maharaj "have 
just carried out an anti-crime blitz, which seems to 
have been successful." Later this week Business South 
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Africa and the Council of Bankers will be holding a 
conference to formulate plans against corruption and 
crime. The police and the man in the street "are already 
sO uptight over crime that they do not need to be 
motivated. All that is needed now is that the right things 
begin to happen.” "Everyone must become involved, ina 
coordinated manner, and within the laws of the country." 


Reconsider Land Reform Bill — "The sharp reaction 
from the South African Agricultural Union, SAAU, 
Ought to make the government reconsider the contro- 
versial Land Reform Bill which was adopted by the 
cabinet this week," argues an editorial on page 8 of Jo- 
hannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans of 4 August. "Should 
the bill become law in a form which is not acceptable 
to the farmers, and the government tries to force it on 
them, it could cause more harm than good, and in the 
long term greatly damage agriculture, one sector which 
is very vulnerable." The government "ought to take the 
trouble to at least get the cooperation of the moderate 
SAAU for its land reform plans. The method to be fol- 
lowed is right there — continued negotiation. It is a 
method which has been tested successfully in many in- 
stances.” 


Discriminatory Candidate List — A second editorial 
on the same page says: "To the extent that Gauteng 
Premier Tokyo Sexwale aims to promote transparency, 
accessibility, and accountability with the talk show he 
presents on Radio 702, his communication with listeners 
is welcomed. Politicians in positions like Mr. Sexwale 
often have the problem of becoming isolated from 
the ordinary people, and surrounded by people from a 
particular political and social circle.” However, cautions 
BEELD, “there are several dangers involved in such a 
close relationship with a single communication medium. 
His own credibiility and that of the medium can suffer. 
As representative of all residents of the province, Mr. 
Sexwale ought to be accessible to all media.” 


South African Press Review for 9 Aug 
MB09081 12595 
(FBIS Editorial Report] 
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FINANCIAL MAIL 


New Economic Cabinet Committee ANC’s ‘Quick Fix’ 
— There has been "little official pronouncement for 
public debate on critical macro-economic issues” since 
the last budget. according to the page-19 editorial in 
Johannesburg FINANCIAL MAIL in English on 4 Au- 
gust. From cabinet "‘here has been no more than Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki’:: economic defeatism." Finance 
Minister Chris Liebenberg is described as the "phantom 
in Finance.” So it appears a new cabinet committee was 
formed to "substitute for the Finance Minister — or at 
least for one who appears unable to influence a Cabinet 
presided over by a Fresident who reigns and an ANC 
Deputy President who wanes." FINANCIAL MAIL be- 
lieves there is "no shared vision" in government. "At 
one moment the Cabinet appears to look warmly on 
fiscal discipline, privatisation and growth. The next it 
fails to exhibit determination to reduce the cost of do- 
ing business — by reducing taxes and avoiding ruinous 
labour laws — in order to bolster this country’s interna- 
tional competitiveness." Some ministers are “so sweet 
on the immediate achievement of social objectives” that 
the cost and economic consequences are to them “irrel- 
evant." "What appears to have brought matters to some 
sort of head is growing realisation that the RDP [Recon- 
struction and Development Program] is neither achiev- 
ing social objectives nor providing a shot in the arm for 
growth — and is unlikely to do so soon." The ANC’s 
"quick fix" is to form another committee. 


SOWETAN 


Corruption — The theft of money from local and 
national government u-nurtments is "a serious sign of 
moral decay and pervasive official corruption,” says a 
page-8 editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
on 9 August. The government "has to make an example 
of people who have fallen into such criminal behaviour. 
It is a sad comment on the new South Africa that people 
‘eel they are able to get away with petty and sometimes 
not so petty crimes from areas that desperately need 
government help." 
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Angola 
Savimbi Calls UNITA Political Commission Meeting 


MB0808124695 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 8 Aug 95 


{Communique issued by the UNITA Political Commis- 
sion’s Standing Committee in Bailundo on 7 August — 
read by announcer] 


[FBIS Translated Text] 1. In view of the country’s 
prevailing situation, notably the implementation of the 
Lusaka Protecol and the latest developments brought 
about by the MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liber- 
ation of Angola] bench in the National Assembly, the 
president of the National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola [UNITA], at the recommendation of 
the Standing Committee, has called for a meeting of the 
Politica! Commission on 8 August 1995. 


- mn.’ oo the agenda will be a debate on the revision 
' the Constitution as proposed by the MPLA tv the 

‘or | Assembly and the impact of such 4 revision 
O.. »..gOla’s democratization process. 


3. The Standing Committee has noted with apprehension 
the manner in which matters of the utmost importance to 
Angolan life have been dealt it. The Standing Commit- 
tee hepes that the Political Commission will positively 
contriute to that debate. The standing committee takes 
the opportunity to assure Angolans of its resolve to pre- 
vent a return to war, whatever the temptations. 


[Dated] Bailundo, 7 August 1995 
[Signed] The Standing Committee 


ICRC: Government, UNITA Release Prisoners 


MBO080815i995 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 8 Aug 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The International Committee of 
the Red Cross, ICRC, has issued a note saying that the 
Angolan Government aiid the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] have freed a 
number of prisoners. According to the note, UNITA 
released eight prisoners in Negage and the government 
two in Luanda. The ICRC oversaw the rele.se of those 
men. These were the fourth and fifth prisoner release 
and transfer operations since the Lusaka peace accord 
was signed. 


Dos Santos, Savirnbi ‘Likely To Meet’ 11 Aug 
LD0808201195 Lisbon RDP Antena | Radio Network 
in Portuguese 1800 GMT 8 Aug 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] A report from the LUSA news 
agency quotes an official source as saying that Jose 
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Eduardo dos Santos and Jonas Savimbi are likely to 
meet as early as 11 August in Gabon. 


The meeting’s agenda is expected to be dominated by 


UNITA Says Savimbi To Refuse Vice Presidency 


MB0808200895 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 8 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Several politicians in Luanda 
have expressed their views on the upcoming National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] 
Political Commission meeting in Bailundo. UNITA 
Deputy Norberto de Castro says he is not surprised that 
the UNITA Political Commission has decided to meet 
in Bailundo: 


[Begin Castro recording] Nothing of what is happening 
surprises me. The fact that Dr. Jonas Savimbi decided 
to meet with his political commission to decide whether 
to accept the position of vice president is a sign that the 
Political Commission will say no, since this is the will of 
its leader. When he calls for a meeting of the Political 
Commission this means that once again he wants the 
Political Commission to give the reply he already has 
expressed in a way. [end recording] 


We asked Norbertc de Castro what would be the result 
of Jonas Savimbi refusing the post offered to him. 


[Begin Castro recording] This is not a mere political 
refusal, in other words this goes beyond politics and 
has military consequences. Dr. Jonas Savimbi’s refusal 
once again creates a very serious situation, a situation 
of major instability in the country. [end recording] 


Lesotho 


Polling Stations, Officers ‘Ready’ for Elections 


MB0908062895 Maseru Radio Lesotho in English 
0500 GMT 9 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ail development council of- 
ficers who are going to conduct elections have been 
deployed at different electoral places in the country. 


Poiling stations were expected to be ready yesterday to 
enable registration of voters to go on «moothly today. 
Elections will start tomorrow, 10 August. and will go on 
until Friday, 11 August. From toguy 'o Friday, election 
offices will open at 7 o’clock in the morning [0500 
GMT] till 4 o'clock in the afternoon. Reports from 
the districts show that arrangements ir most places are 
complete and people are ready for elections. 


Mearwiiie, there are some places where electoral offi- 
cers were expelled and refused to hold gatherings where 
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people could be taught how to vote. The government is 
expecting chiefs to help and work together with electoral 
officers to make elections a success as per Chieftainship 
Act 22 of 1968. 


Chiefs Urged Not To Disrupt Council Elections 


MB0808133295 Maseru Radio Lesotho in English 
1130 GMT 8 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Government of Lesotho 
says it has come to its attention that a meeting for chiefs 
was held at the palace on Sunday, August 30, whereby a 
plan was formulated to disrupt next week’s development 
council elections organized by the government. 


An announcement from the Ministry of Home Affairs 
says it is evidenced by letters the ministry has received 
from some principal chiefs in which they have directed 
their juniors not to participate in the elections. The 
ministry said it has received four letters from chiefs 
in Mohale’s Hoek, Mafeteng, Maseru and Berea. The 
government appeals to the public to remain calm and to 
disassociate themselves with the plan and exercise their 
right to elect their committees at village level. Chiefs are 
also urged to respect their jobs and to stop confusing the 
public to avoid instability. 


Mozambique 


‘Deep Divisions’ in Frelimo Feared After Suicide 


MB0808115695 Maputo SAVANA in Portuguese 
28 Jul 95 p 32 


[Report by Lourenco Jossias] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] SAVANA has learned from 
police sources that Eduardo Arao, former Mozambique 
Liberation Front [Frelimo] Central Committee secretary 
for administration and finance, who committed suicide 
at his residence in Maputo yesterday morning, wrote 
two letters before he died. 


The letters are addressed to Frelimo Chairman Joaquim 
Chissano and to his family. The contents of the two 
letters, which were collected by the police from the 
home of the deceased also yesterday, have not been 
revealed. [passage omitted] 


A source that attended the recent Frelimo Central Com- 
mittee meeting told SAVANA yesterday that Arao’s sui- 
cide confirmed that, far from being a unity session, the 
meeting was "characterized by deep divisions” and "dif- 
fering tendencies." 


The source told SAVANA that during the debates that 
resulted in the election of a new secretariat, it was clear 
that an important party faction "did not want changes 
in the party’s working style or its leading officials." 
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The source said the elections had not been anticipated 
or, if they were, it was not clear to all the meeting’s 
participants. The elections came as "coup" to the former 
Frelimo executive leadership, the source added. 


Our informer said that some cadres of the former Fre- 
limo Central Committee Secretariat reacted normally to 
their replacement, but others “were disturbed." Feliciano 
Gundana, a war veteran and former Frelimo Party secre- 
tary general, reacted with dignity to his replacement and 
to the criticism against him. "Comrade Arao, in charge 
of sensitive department, obviously felt perturbed", the 
source said. 


The source believes that the split will become deeper 
after Arao’s death. He fears that Arao’s letters might 
contain revelations that will endanger party unity. [pas- 
sage Omitted] 


Frelimo Official Considers Party’s Future 


MB0808155895 Maputo SAVANA in Portugu’ 
28 Jul 95 p 16, 17 


[Interview with Frelimo Secretary General Manuel 
Tome Marcelo Machava; place and date not given] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Machava] What did it mean 
to you to be elected Mozambique Liberation Front 
[Frelimo] secretary general? 


[Tome] It is not easy to answer that question. When 
one is chosen to occupy a certain post, it becomes 
difficult to talk about oneself. One tends to sound rather 
presumptuous talking about oneself. Be that as it may, 
I feel that my election shows that my colleagues in 
the Frelimo Party Central Committee trust me. This, 
in turn, makes me want to live up to their confidence. 
Naturally, all the Central Committee members and party 
militants have expectations concerning me and my 
colleagues in the secretariat. We are all well aware of the 
responsibilities involved, particularly because Frelimo is 
the ruling party. 


[Machava] To what extent might the old orthodox 
militants have a bearing on your mandate? 


[Tome] I can tell you that there are older people in the 
party, people of another generation, but I do not see 
any historic disruption. What I see is that our history 
will come out dignified because the party must strive 
to preserve its vitality, and this is what we are doing. 
Just imagine if we were to go another 10 years without 
injecting any new people into the party. You would just 
watch an aging team at work and that is not what we 
want. We want a party whose vitality equals that of 
society. Young people make up most of this country’s 
population and we must keep that fact in mind. If we 
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fail to implement renewal measures, we will risk having 
an old party. However, the people’s mentality is even 
more important than age. People must be able to adapt 
to ever-changing circumstances, to our country’s reality. 
The Frelimo Party has that capacity and it has proven it 
over the years. I could tell you that in our society we can 
find young people who already think like old people in 
terms of mentality and devising working methods. More 
often than not party-restructuring ideas have come from 
people connected with Frelimo’s glorious past, notably 
the war for national independence. 


[Machava] Could you give us the names of some of 
those people? 


[Tome] It is not the elegant thing to do to mention some 
names and leave others out. 


[Machava] Frelimo wants elections only in certain parts 
of the country. What is it afraid of? 


[Tome] We agree that elections should be held through- 
out the country but only where there are municipalities. 
There will not be any problems if we are able to cre- 
ate municipalities throughout the country. Just consider 
this: We have 23 cities, of which 10 are provincial cap- 
itals, and the city of Maputo, which is the country’s 
capital. There are nearly 130 districts. We will not be 
able to introduce a municipal system by merely putting 
through a decree, either. It costs a great deal of money 
to set up an administrative system comprising munici- 
paiities. You have to do things such as train personnel, 
which is quite costly. We also must have guarantees 
that whatever municipalities we create will be able to 
finance their public management and local government 
costs on their own. Thus, this is not simply a matter of 
wishing, or not wishing, to hold local elections through- 
out the country. We are keenly aware of this country’s 
economic situation. Let us say we pick some district 
that does not have even one factory or any reasonable 
amount of trade... How can that district foot such a bill? 


Municipalities have been conceived as autonomous 
institutions. All this needs to be studied. We must have 
guarantees or administrative chaos will ensue. As a 
matter of fact, I have not said that we would agree 
to elections only in those areas where administrative 
services are in operation in accordance with the current 
plan. Maputo is a municipal district, so it has the right 
conditions to hold local elections. In it there are a 
number of institutions providing all kinds of services: 
You have companies, financial institutions, and so forth 
that allow us to recover taxes with which to finance the 
municipal elections. 


Just to give you an idea, to set up a municipality in some 
of our cities could cost as much as $20 million. I am 


not even talking about the districts. From what I have 
told you, you can see this is not a matter of wanting, or 
not wanting, local elections to be held throughout the 
country... What this means is that we are faced with 
many problems. We are not saying that local elections 
should not be held throughout the country. Let them be 
held in every part of the country! The problem does not 
lie with the costs of the electoral process but, rather, 
with setting up municipalities. Things do not work on 
the basis of decrees or administrative decisions. If it was 
that way, our first decision would be that Mozambique 
would be a developed and self-reliant country tomorrow. 
That is wishful thinking! We have to be very careful and 
act responsibly. After all, this is a matter of creating 
public institutions that will have to deal with the people 
at some stage in the future. 


[Machava] The Frelimo Party Central Committee has 
postponed holding its sixth congress, which was sched- 
uled for 1996. What prompted this change of plans? 


[Tome] We had to do it. Local elections are scheduled 
next year and holding a congress requires a great deal 
of organizational and preparatory work, in addition to 
lots of money, so we decided to focus our attention on 
the thing thai could not be postponed and that affects 
Frelimo as well as all the other political parties. 


[Machava] Now that you are secretary general, what do 
you think will be your first administrative move? 


[Tome] I am not about to make any decision that will 
not fit in the context of Central Committee decisions. 
Neither my colleagues nor I will make any such 
decisions because we are a party, not the government 
or some State institution. A party’s work should always 
be based on a collective approach. 


It is worth noting that Frelimo does not have too 
many administrative cadres. It does have more workers 
than it needs, though. The Central Committee has 
decided that a working group should study the need 
for a new conception of the state apparatus. This new 
conception is bound to mean a reduction in the number 
of workers. I am certain we will conduct studies so 
we do not make mistakes... Those measures should be 
implemented about 60 days after the study is done and 
the Frelimo Party Political Commission has endorsed 
its findings. No worker can be left without employment 
or salary. Thus, the whole exercise must be carried out 
thoughtfully and responsibly. 


[Machava] Did the latest Central Committee meeting 
touch on the alleged disappointment of the party's 
traditional leadership concerning President Joaquim 
Chissano’s approach to the formation of his new 
government? 
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[Tome] The Central Committee meeting did not touch 
on any such thing. As far as I know, that problem 
was not raised by any other party institution either. 
What I can tell you is that | was asked the same 
question by another member of the media a few days 
ago. The formation of the government is for the head 
of state alone to decide on. At any rate, the president 
got in touch with a number of leadership bodies and 
consulted their members. I am sure you can picture the 
situation if he had to consult every person on our Central 
Committee, which has 160 people. You can imagine 
what would happen if we all had to discuss the merits 
of appointing a certain person as a minister. Thus, the 
president only discussed the matter with a number of 
senior officials, and | am in complete agreement that 
this is how it should be done. He consulted a number of 
senior officials and made his decisions. In fact, he said 
publicly that the most difficult thing was not to find 
names but, rather, to choose among the many names 
before him. 


[Machava] The previous government had the problem 
that all the political and executive powers were in the 
hands of a few people... 


[Tome] At the moment, we do not have any governor 
who is also party secretary, but this situation has not 
come about simply because an official should hold 
both posts. Rather, it arose from the need to make 
Officials concentrate on the task at hand. To give you 
an example, the new secretary general of Portugal's 
Social Democratic Party was defense minister and the 
party’s deputy chairman before taking up his new post. 
I think that sometimes people take the extreme view 
when they look at this country. We should not copy 
what other countries do, though it is important to 
use that information as reference. By this, I do not 
mean that we are copying anything. In most cases, 
parliament commissions are headed by people from 
the ruling party. The English have a saying that “the 
winner takes over" [preceding four words in English], 
meaning that the winner takes all. Look at our case: We 
preside over four of the Assembly's commissions. The 
Mozambique National Resistance leads three. There are 
very few other parliaments where all the parties have 
vice chairman posts. 


[Machava] Do you plan to continue working in the 
Assembly of the Republic? 


[Tome] One of the Central Committee’s decisions was 
that a study should be carried out concerning officials 
with party and Assembly responsibilities. If the findings 
suggest that officials should concentrate their efforts 
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and attention on only one of those areas, decisions 
will be made accordingly. Right now, the party’s first 
secretaries are also Assembly deputies. We will have to 
see whether those officials will be of greater service 
doing political work or acting as deputies. [passage 
omitted] 


Currency Value Drops 35 Percent in 1995 


MB0708201995 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 7 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Mozambican currency, 
the metical, has been devalued 35 percent this year, 
Radio Mozambique learned from Bank of Mozambique 
manager Samuel Canor. He said the national currency’s 
devaluation increased compared with the same period 
last year. The causes include tax evasion at our borders, 
the holding of the Paris Club meeting in March this year 
and not last December as usual, and the approval of the 
government’s program only in May. [passage omitted] 


Local Businessmen Unable To Buy State Companies 


MB0908103995 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
3 Aug 95 p9 


[Report by Paulo da Conceicac] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt) Egas Mussanhane, chair- 
man of the Association of Mozambique’s Private Entre- 
preneurs, Aeprimo, said Mozambican businessmen are 
practically unable to purchase the state enterprises that 
are scheduled to be sold. Mussanhane said the prices 
have been fixed in dollars. "An amount that looks small 
in dollars is in fact huge in Mozambican currency,” he 
said. "Since most Mozambican businessmen face liquid- 
ity shortages, they are virtually unable to pay the prices 
recommended by the privatization commission." 


He said the situation has been worsened because, in 
some instances, a company is subdivided and then sold 
to different people. Certain subdivisions do not conform 
with production requirements, and as a result, the new 
companies cannot operate profitably. In addition, most 
the privatized companies lack equipment, which does 
not justify the prices that have been set. 


Mussanhane said the sale of companies under these 
conditions provited the state with the false impression 
that it is making a good deal, but in reality “it will 
record debts that it will find difficult to pay because it 
will be impossible to operate the companies effectively.” 
[passage omitted] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Liberia 


Transitional Assembly Begins Plenary Session 


AB0808120995 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 8 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Transitional Legislative 
Assembly, the TLA, will today hold a plenary session 
on what it terms very important state matters. It is 
not clear what state matters will be discussed today, 
but it comes at a time when State Council Chairman 
David D. Kpomakpor has threatened to step down from 
the council if the reinstatement of Deputy Information 
Minister Milton Teah Jay stands. 


In a letter to the assembly, a copy of which was 
published in local dailies, Chairman Kpomakpor said 
he was unprepared to continue his services on the 
council if Mr. Teah Jay’s reinstatement remained. Four 
members of the council reinstated Milton Teah Jay after 
what they described as careful deliberations and sober 
reflection and the desire for harmony within the LNTG 
[Liberian National Transitional Government]. Chairman 
Kpomakpor views the conduct of his colleagues as an 
attempt to undermine the office of the chairman and to 
make it impossible for him to function, thereby bringing 
him into public ridicule. Mr. Teah Jay was dismissed in 
May by Chairman Kpomakpor for what was termed his 
derogatory statement as a government official without 
the approval of the LNTG. 


Nigeria 
Tribunal Reportedly Gives Ransome-Kuti Life 
Sentence 


AB0808150695 Libreville Africa No. 1] in French 
1215 GMT 8 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The head of state, General Sani 
Abacha, yesterday met with two opposition leaders in 
the National Democratic Coalition [NADECO], An- 
thony Enahoro, NADECO vice chairman and former 
information minister; and Cornelius Adebayo, former 
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governor of Kwara State, central Nigeria. The contents 
of their two-hour discussions were not disclosed. How- 
ever, informed observers have not hesitated to establish 
a link between the meeting and the recent appeals for 
the release of the political detainees, who are now be- 
coming increasingly numerous in the country. The most 
recently arrested official is Dr. Beko Ransome-Kuti, the 
chairman of the Campaign for Democracy [CD], who is 
said to have been sentenced to life imprisonment. Our 
correspondent in Lagos, Tunde Fatunde, has the details: 


[Begin Fatunde recording] While recently speaking 
to national and international newsmen in Lagos, the 
Nigerian economic capital, Chief Gani Fawehinmi, the 
famous human rights activist, flatly stated that his 
colleague, CD Chairman Dr. Ransome-Kuti, had been 
sentenced to life imprisonment by the special military 
tribunal trying the alleged conspirators of the 1 March 
coup d’etat. According to Mr. Fawehinmi, the tribunal 
found Dr. Ransome-Kuti — brother of Anikolakpo- 
Kuti, the famous Nigerian musician — guilty on 29 July 
of disclosing without authorization, to the international 
community, the deliberations of the tribunal, which sits 
in absolute secrecy. The Army’s spokesman has neither 
confirmed nor denied this information. 


Meanwhile, Chief Enahoro, the vice chairman of 
NADECO, the most important organization in the 
Nigerian opposition, made known during his discus- 
sions in Abuja with Gen. Abacha, the head of the ruling 
junta, that it would be in Nigeria’s interest within the 
comity of nations to unconditionally release all the po- 
litical detainees, including the alleged conspirators. Mr. 
Enahoro, according to sources close to the Presidency, 
allegedly told Gen. Abacha that the rapid resolution 
of the Nigerian political crisis lies in the setting up 
of a transitional national union government led by 
Moshood Abiola, the presumed winner of the 12 June 
1993 presidential elections, which were annulled by the 
former military administration. Gen. Abacha’s reaction 
to the proposals made by Chief Enahoro is not yet 
known. [end recording] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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